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The Official N ewsletter of Save the Wild Chinchil las Inc.

Restoration Update 2007

We ®nished transplanting seedlings for the year in September.  
Despite this being the coldest winter in over 100 years, enough 
seedlings survived the deep and unexpected freeze to restore vegeta-
tion into four areas during our brief wet season.  

We reconstructed two riparian areas that were originally constructed 
in 2004, and robbed in 2005. A circular plot that was planned in 
2006 was completely planted. Further, new plants were added to the 
chinchilla labyrinth.  

In October, we fenced o! a restored area because our new neighbor 
brought 350 free ranging goats to graze the drainage basin.  Until 
now we had experienced about 10 years of continuous but lighter 
grazing by far fewer goats.  Although the new goats were only 
present from June through mid-November, they damaged most of 
the vegetation that they did not destroy.  Since the wet season was 
brief, we were actually able to start collecting seeds in September.  
"is all owed for an early start on growing next year's seedlings for 
2008 restoration e!orts. We plant seedlings during the wet winter 
season to take advantage of optimal growing conditions for 
transplanted seedlings.

People and tasks

Miami zoo's Kathy, Isa, Willy, Yuri and Kim took great care of me 
while I was in Miami. "ey invit ed me to speak at the Miami Metro 
Zoo, where they presented SWC with a generous donation.  
Furthermore, the South Florida chapter of the American Associa-
tion of Zookeepers sponsored Chinchilla Chuckle at the Miami 
Improv. Willy and Yuri led them in raising funds for our project 
through ticket sales.  It was a great success.

After Isa's return from Cambodia where she was studying nocturnal 
primates, she has begun to work on establishing a stable US o#ce 
for SWC. "an ks to her, we will soon have a more organized system 
to take care of o#cial business.

We appreciate the e!orts of all volunteers that have visited and 
helped us. I have to specially mention a cheerful couple from 
Europe. Rebecca, an avid plant enthusiast from Spain brought along 
her guitar playing Italian friend Antonio. Not only were they great 
at digging fence post holes and planting seedlings, they also cooked 
some amazing food. "is w as a nice change to the usual toddler feast 
at the ®eld site. " ey planted, collected seeds and watered the 
nursery for 6 weeks. Right about the time they left, we received a 
grant from Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund to add additional 
fencing to protect seedlings from young goats. Simon (England) and 
Estefan (Chile) worked in the early mornings and late afternoons to 

avoid the heat of the desert sun. "ey  completed almost all of the 
fencing in a few weeks$ A real treat for the subsequent volunteers has 
been the lit tle collection of cooking materials including a new non-
stick frying pan and spices. 

Kelly Hughes (USA) created a Facebook page for a SWC volunteer 
information exchange. We are currently incorporating 2 gardening 
ideas that Kelly observed from her mom©s gardening habits.  We have 
placed ®shing line around our seedling beds to scare rabbits.  Appar-
ently, when rabbits touch the string they get scared because they 
cannot see it and o! t hey go.  Also, Don Deane (USA) sent us bars 
of Dial soap that is supposed to be hung as large chunks inside of 
panty hose throughout the nursery.  Kelly says this helps to keep the 
rabbits out, as they do not like the smell.

Shannon Hartman (USA) our newest volunteer is busy watering 
plants, making solar stoves and wiring fencing. If you would like to 
come and volunteer, please read our online guide for volunteers and 
join us in making habitat for wild chinchillas. We do not have strict 
requirements for volunteers, but we ask you to be ¯exible, and expect 
some outdoor physical work. Since the number of volunteers has 
been increasing, we now ask the potential volunteers to arrange for 
international medical insurance and sign a SWC release form.

Our Activities
 
We began 2007 with my visit to Houston Texas where its zoo hosted 
the Zoos and Aquariums Committing to Conservation Conference. 
I presented our guide to restoration and made several contacts, like 
Isa and Yuri. I met Mark MacAllister who runs Field Trip Earth. We 
are pleased to be one of the featured projects on this site. FTE ªis the 
global resource for teachers, students and proponents of wildlife 
conservation.º  Hopefully, we will strike an interest in young people 
and they will grow up dedicated to preservation and conservation.  

December 2007

Rumpiato seed pod: December 2007 seed 
collections

Field station as seen from 
one of the restoration sites.

Volunteers stay in this cabin 
and work at the nursery 
nearby.

Front row: Rebecca (Spain), 
Sahara (USA), Shirley (Chile), 
and Serengeti (USA) 
Back row: Amy (USA), Antonio 
(Italy), and Suzi (Chile)
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Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=6092557707

Fieldtrip Earth: 
http://www.!eldtripearth.org/article.xml?id=1290

Idea Wild:
http://www.ideawild.org/

Rodentia: 
http://www.ms-verlag.de/index.php?83&backPID=83&tt_products=1517

American Association of Zoo Keepers: 
http://www.aazk.org

A 7 year old Algarrobo tree: The seed was 
gathered and sown in 2000 in our tree 
nursery. Seedling was transplanted in May 
2001.

Photo with Shannon Hartman, our volunteer 
December 2007

Save the Wild Chinchillas, Inc.  
13453 SW 179 St.
Miami, FL 33177.  

A typical landscape in 
this arid ecosystem.

Antonio working in 
the restoration area.

Cacti blooming in one of the 
quebradas.

We also met Wally Van Sickle from Idea Wild.  He really enjoyed 
our presentation, ªespecially the part about the tuna can.º  We use 
these cans and steel stakes to dig holes for seedlings.  Idea Wild is an 
organization that grants ®eld equipment to conservation projects. 
We applied and were funded$

In early March, I began my migration to Chile with my toddler girls 
and stopped over in Miami. I gave a presentation at the Miami Zoo. 
Additionally, I visited their plant and animal exhibits to try and 
gather ideas for creating an exhibit in Chile. Upon arrival to Chile, 
we spent the ®rst 3 days reseeding the nursery and began growing 
seedlings for restoration.

Rodentia Magazine published our report on chinchilla behavior, 
both in the wild and in captivity. "e ar ticle was written in English 
and translated by Dr. Ra!el. She was also instrumental in having a 
volunteer at the Munster Zoo translate our entire website into 
German.  In the May/June 2001 issue of Rodentia our project was 
the ®rst featured.  

Our %A Guide to Grassroots Conservation Practitioners: Experi-
ences from Long-tailed Chinchillas (Chinchilla lanigera) Conserva-
tion in Chile% was published in the June edition of Animal Keepers© 
Forum. It is a compliment to our March 2005 Animal Keepers© 
Forum article on %Wild Chinchilla Conservation and Education%. 
Copies can be purchased for US&4.00 from Susan Chan at 
akfeditor@zk.kscoxmail.com. Animal Keepers© Forum is published 
by the American Association of Zoo Keepers, Inc. 

We have a new coloring book for sale.  It contains information on 
the native wildlife in central Chile as well as some tips on wildlife 
preservation. It is in Spanish. Rigo (Chile) and Rebecca corrected 
the text that compliments Bharath©s (India) beautiful drawings. We 
provided copies for rural school children that are neighbors with 
wild chinchillas.  If you would like to purchase a copy send your 
name and address with US&5 to: 

 

We also have our logo printed on the outside of greeting cards. 
Cards cost US&2 each and are printed on recycled paper.  In the 
Spring, we plan to make t-shirts available with our logo from 
www.wildchinchillas.org.  

We asked for people to translate the page into di!erent languages 
and our website includes Spanish, French, German and English.  We 
have many parts of our information available in other languages in 
queue for uploading.  Bharath has been busy making a grand new 
look to our website.  We miss the children's stories at the moment.  

Keep checking our site to see when they are uploaded$
 

Donations can be sent to: Save the Wild Chinchillas, Inc.  13453 SW 
179 St., Miami, FL 33177 or to our bank address on the website.

Grants received in 2007

 * Idea Wild
 * South Florida Chapter of the American Association of 
    Zookeepers
 * Lemmon Foundation
 * ZGAP and Ag Zoo
 * Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund 
 * Houston Zoo and Zoo and Aquarium Committing to 
    Conservation

We would like to thank Jessica, Ruth, and Katie from the UK for 
donating an advertisement in a leading newspaper. " e advertisement 
has brought our work to the attention of a few donors. 

Email: amy_deane@yahoo.com  Website: www.wildchinchillas.org Thank you!


